
FOR SALE: 
H i s t o r i c  U p t o w n  A u d i t o r i u m  /  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  B l d g

~50 ,000 SF B ldg  on  14 ,840  SF S i t e

T h e  P r e s t o n  B r a d l e y  C e n t e r
9 4 1  W L AW R E N C E  AV E  

C H I C A G O ,  I L L I N O I S  6 0 6 4 0

David P. Kimball
MB Real Estate

O:  312‐558‐3858
M:  615‐516‐4827

dkimball@mbres.com

Jay G. Beadle
MB Real Estate

O:  312‐558‐3862
M:  312‐316‐8201

jbeadle@mbres.com

PROPERTY HIGHLIGHTS:

• ± 50,000 sq. ft. Bldg. w/ 4,950 sq. ft. Parking Lot in Chicago’s Historic Uptown Neighborhood

• Existing 1,280-Seat Auditorium w/ 55-foot Ceiling Height (Floor-to-Slab)

• 2 Floors of Offices & a Mason Hall w/ 27-foot Ceiling above Auditorium

• Finished Basement with 12-foot Ceilings and Existing Commercial Kitchen

• B3-5 Zoning / Alderman Cappleman (46th Ward)

• Located ~1,165 feet from CTA “L” Red Line (Lawrence Stop)

• Taxes: None, property is currently off the tax roll

• ASKING PRICE: Subject to Offer



Overview
941 W Lawrence Ave is a 6-story, 50,000 +/- square foot building, 
with a 3-story 1,280 seat auditorium, as well as several other various 
stages and rooms for theatrical production.  The property sits on a 
14,840 sq. ft. site including a 4,950 sq. ft. gravel parking lot.

History
In 1925, the Peoples Church broke ground for their new home on 
Lawrence Avenue. John E. O. Pridmore, a well-known Chicago 
architect who designed theaters (including the Vic Theatre), 
churches, schools, commercial buildings and residences throughout 
the city, was selected to design the new church building. 

Pridmore carried the theatrical elements of the congregation’s 
previous homes into the new building, with theater seating, a large 
stage framed by a proscenium arch, with choir seating along the 
back, and rich wood paneling and Romanesque detailing on the 
interior. The exterior, with its monumental modified temple front 
rendered in brick with limestone detailing, is similar to the exterior 
of the Wilson Avenue Theater, the congregation’s first home. 

The new building was dedicated on October 10, 1926.  By 1940, 
membership had risen to nearly 3,500 members with many thousand 
more across the country tuning in to listen on the radio every week.

Uptown Neighborhood
On October 6, 2020, Uptown was named Chicago’s coolest 
neighborhood by TimeOut Magazine which states: “Scenic lakeside 
views, a diverse culinary scene and resilient nightlife put Uptown 
among the world's best communities.” 

TimeOut continues to describe the neighborhood as a “historic 
entertainment district that's home to old theaters like the Aragon and 
the Riviera, Uptown is a place where venues like Carol's Pub, The 
Green Mill and the Baton Show Lounge are finding ways to safely 
stage shows for locals and visitors while most marquees throughout 
the city remain dark. There's also no denying the breadth of the 
North Side neighborhood's restaurant scene, which includes 
Ethiopian food at Demera, sizzling Chinese barbecue from Sun 
Wah and steaming bowls of pho amid the Vietnamese restaurants on 
Argyle Street.”

PROPERTY
OVERVIEW

https://www.timeout.com/chicago/news/the-results-are-in-uptown-is-chicagos-coolest-neighborhood-100620
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/music/riviera-theatre
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/music/aragon-ballroom
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/bars/the-green-mill
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/lgbtq/baton-show-lounge
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/restaurants/best-restaurants-in-uptown
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/restaurants/demera-ethiopian
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/restaurants/sun-wah-bbq-restaurant
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/bars/carols-pub
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/bars/the-green-mill
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/news/uptown-roars-back-to-life-with-live-music-and-drag-performances-091420
https://www.timeout.com/chicago/news/uptown-roars-back-to-life-with-live-music-and-drag-performances-091420
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This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.

Building Name: The Preston Bradley Center
(www.prestonbradley.org)

Address: 941 W Lawrence Ave, Chicago, IL 60640

County: Cook County

Neighborhood: Uptown

Property Type: Auditorium / Worship / Cultural Center / Office

Price: Subject to Offer

Building Size: 50,000 sq. ft. (approximately)

Auditorium: Existing 1,280 seat, 3 story auditorium with 49’ ceiling 

Total Land Area: 14,840 sq. ft. (0.341 acres) (150’ x 99’)

Stories: 6 Stories + Basement

Parking: 4,950 sq. ft. gravel lot adjacent to bldg (50’ x 99’)

Building Footprint: 9,888 sq. ft. (100’ x 99’)

Elevator: 1 Passenger Elevator (5’10’ x 4’3” Interior Cab)

Zoning: B3-5 (Link to Zoning Code)

Ward: 46th Ward (Alderman James Cappleman)

Tax ID Pin(s): 14-17-205-003-0000 & 14-17-205-004-0000

Taxes: NA

Year Built: 1926

Architect / Style: John E.O. Pridmore / Classic Revival

Historical Status: Property is located within the Uptown Square District which considers all exterior 
elevations, including rooflines, of the District buildings visible from the public right-
of-way historically significant but does not address building interiors.

Public Transportation: CTA “L” Red Line - Lawrence Stop: 1,165 +/- feet ~ 5 min. walk
CTA Bus - #81 Lawrence: 70 +/- feet ~ 1 min. walk
CTA Bus - #151 Sheridan: 215 +/- feet ~ 2 min. walk 
CTA Bus - #136/#146/#148: 1,035 +/- feet ~ 4 min. walk 
Divvy Bike Station (Sheridan & Lawrence): 235 +/- feet ~ 2 min. walk

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Illinois/chicagozoning/chicagozoningordinanceandlanduseordinanc?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:chicagozoning_il
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dcd/supp_info/chicago-landmark-designation--uptown-square-district0.html
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This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.



Basement
9,600 SF

FLOOR PLANS
& PHOTOS

This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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1st Floor
9,600 SF

FLOOR PLANS
& PHOTOS

This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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2nd Floor
6,000 SF

FLOOR PLANS
& PHOTOS

This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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2.5 Floor
5,400 SF

FLOOR PLANS
& PHOTOS

This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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3rd Floor
500 SF

FLOOR PLANS
& PHOTOS

This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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3.5 Floor
2,500 SF

FLOOR PLANS
& PHOTOS

This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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4th Floor
9,300 SF

FLOOR PLANS
& PHOTOS

This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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5th Floor
5,900 SF

FLOOR PLANS
& PHOTOS

This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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Attic
1,700 SF

FLOOR PLANS
& PHOTOS

This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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This information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable. No representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and it is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes, prior sale or lease, or withdrawal 
without notice. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and may not represent actual performance. Interested parties should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property.
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ZONING
MAP

The information listed above has been obtained from sources we believe to be reliable, however, we accept no responsibility for its correctness.

Zoning: B3-5 (Link to Zoning Code)

B3, Community Shopping District:

• The primary purpose of the B3, Community Shopping
district is to accommodate a very broad range of retail and
service uses, often in the physical form of shopping centers
or larger buildings than found in the B1 and B2 districts. In
addition to accommodating development with a different
physical form than found in B1 and B2 districts, the B3
district is also intended to accommodate some types of uses
that are not allowed in B1 and B2 districts.

• The B3 district permits residential dwelling units above the
ground floor.

• The B3 district is intended to be applied to large sites that
have primary access to major streets. It may also be used
along streets to accommodate retail and service use types
that are not allowed in B1 and B2 districts.

FAR: 5.0

MLA: 200 sq. ft. per Dwelling Unit

135 sq. ft. per Efficiency Unit (30% max)

100 sq. ft. per SRO Unit

Property is located within the Uptown Square Historic District and is
“Orange Rated”:

“For the purposes of Sections 2-120-740 and 2-120-770 of the
Municipal Code governing permit review, the significant historical
and architectural features of the District are identified as:

a. All exterior elevations, including rooflines, of the District
buildings visible from the public right-of-way.”

Class-L Tax Incentives and Historic Preservation Tax Incentives 
may potentially be available.

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Illinois/chicagozoning/chicagozoningordinanceandlanduseordinanc?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:chicagozoning_il
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/zlup/Historic_Preservation/Publications/Uptown_Square_District.pdf
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dcd/provdrs/hist/svcs/class_l_propertytaxincentive.html
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/tax-aspects-of-the-historic-preservation-tax-incentives-faqs


#
Building Name

( ) indicates current tenant name
Address # Street Name

1 McJunkin Building 4520-4570 N  Broadway
2 CTA Wilson L (Gerber Station) 4600-4620 N  Broadway
3 (City Sports) 4601-4611 N  Broadway
4 (Family Dollar) 4613-4617 N  Broadway
5 (MDT) 4619 N  Broadway
6 (Thai Uptown) 4621 N  Broadway
7 (Iyanze) 4623-4627 N  Broadway
8 (vacant) 4629 N  Broadway
9 (Wigs & Hair) 4631 N  Broadway
10 (da Closet, et al) 4635-4641 N  Broadway
11 (Gigios Pizza) 4643 N  Broadway
12 (vacant) 4645 N  Broadway
13 (Army Navy) 4647-4651 N  Broadway
14 (Uptown Bikes) 4653 N  Broadway
15 S.S. Kresge 4657-4663 N  Broadway
16 Barry Building 4660-4666 N  Broadway
17 (T Mobile, et al) 4700-4714 N  Broadway
18 Uptown Broadway Building 4703-4715 N  Broadway
19 Loren Miller & Co 4720-4726 N  Broadway
20 Sheridan Trust & Savings Bank 4728-4740 N  Broadway
21 Riviera Theater 4746-4758 N  Broadway
22 Uptown National Bank Bldg 4753 N  Broadway
23 Green Mill 4800-4810 N  Broadway
24 Clancy Building 4801 N  Broadway
25 (Shake Rattle & Read) 4812 N  Broadway
26 Uptown Theater 4814-4816 N  Broadway
27 (Just Tires) 4815 N  Broadway
28 North Shore Fireproof Storage Bldg No 1 4818-4822 N  Broadway
29 North Shore Fireproof Storage Bldg No 2 4821 N  Broadway
30 (Broadway Medical Group) 4824-4826 N  Broadway
31 (Silver Seafood) 4829 N  Broadway
32 Spiegel Furniture 4840 N  Broadway
33 US Post Office - Uptown 4850 N  Broadway
34 Peoples Church of Chicago 941 W  Lawrence
35 Lawrence-Sheridan Apartments 947-959 W  Lawrence
36 New Lawrence Hotel 1020 W  Lawrence
37 Lawrence-Kenmore Strip Mall 1025-1037 W  Lawrence
38 Wilton Hotel 1039-1053 W  Lawrence
39 Middlekauf Apartments 1042-1048 W  Lawrence
40 (Arellano's) 1054-1056 W  Lawrence
41 Parking Lot - vacant gas station 1055-1063 W  Lawrence
42 Lawrence Apartments 1058 W  Lawrence
43 Fleur-de-lis Apartments 1064 W  Lawrence
44 Aragon Ballroom 1100-1110 W  Lawrence
45 Lawrence Professional Building 1101-1113 W  Lawrence
46 Parking Lot 1120-1134 W  Lawrence
47 Parking Lot 1123 W  Lawrence
48 Monroe Building 1100-1116 W  Leleand
49 Buddhist Temple of Chicago 1151 W  Leleand
50 Darlington Hotel 1200-1214 W  Leleand
51 Leland Hotel 1201-1213 W  Leleand
52 Darling Apartments 4706-4734 N  Racine
53 (vacant) 4734-4736 N  Racine
54 (Pancake House) 4740-4744 N  Racine
55 Lakeside Theater 4730 N  Sheridan
56 Mutual Insurance Building 4750-4770 N  Sheridan
57 Wilson Avenue Theater 1050 W  Wilson

HISTORIC UPTOWN 
SQUARE DISTRICT

Overview
The Uptown Square Historic 
District was established for 
the purpose of recognizing 
the history and architecture 
of the neighborhood. 

It protects buildings from 
demolition and incompatible 
renovations and makes 
incentives available to foster 
private investment and 
rehabilitation, including the 
historic theaters that have 
long defined Uptown as one 
of Chicago’s most vibrant 
entertainment districts 
outside of downtown. 
Landmark district status can 
enhance an area’s prestige 
and property values while 
bringing stability and 
predictability for future 
private investment. 

Only the exterior elevations 
visible from public rights-of-
way (including the roof 
lines) within the district are 
protected under the 
designation and landmark 
properties are only subject to 
the designation when owners 
initiate projects requiring 
building permits, which are 
evaluated to determine the 
impact on any significant 
historical and architectural 
features. 

Click Here to Learn More

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/zlup/Historic_Preservation/Publications/Uptown_Square_District.pdf
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Chicago Office
181 West Madison Street

Suite 4700
Chicago, Illinois
P: 312.726.1700
F: 312.807.3883
www.mbres.com

New York Office
335 Madison Avenue

14th Floor
New York, New York

P: 212.350.2300
F: 212.350.2301
www.mbres.com

CONFIDENTIALITY
& DISCLAIMER

Neither MB Real Estate Services Inc (“Broker)” nor Owner of the
property makes any representation or warranty as to the
completeness or accuracy of the material contained in this Offering
Memorandum.

The information contained within this Offering Memorandum is
proprietary and strictly confidential and by accepting the contents
herein, you agree (i) that you will hold and treat the Offering
Memorandum and its contents in the strictest confidence, (ii) that you
will not disclose any information contained within this Offering
Memorandum to any other entity without the prior written consent of
the Owner or Broker, (iii) that you will not use the Offering
Memorandum in anymanner detrimental to the interest of the Owner
or Broker, and (iv) that you will immediately return any information
contained herein to Broker upon request.

This Offering Memorandum has been prepared to provide a
summary of information to prospective purchasers and to establish
only a preliminary interest in the subject property. The
information contained herein is not a substitute for a thorough
due diligence investigation. Broker has not made any
investigation, and makes no warranty or representation with
respect to the existing or potential income or expenses for the
subject properties, the presence or absence of contaminating
substances or existing environmental conditions, the compliance
with State and Federal regulations, the physical conditions of the
properties or the size and square footage of the properties or any
improvements.

The Owner and Broker reserve the right, at their sole discretion, to
reject any or all expressions of interest to purchase the property
and expressly reserves the right at their sole discretion to
terminate discussion with any entity at any time with or without
notice. The Owner shall have no legal commitment or obligations
to any entity reviewing this memorandum or prospective
purchaser that makes an offer on the subject property unless and
until that such offer for the property is approved by the Owner
pursuant to its approval process and the signature of an
authorized representative of the Owner is affixed to a real estate
purchase agreement prepared by the Owner.

CONTACTS:

David P. Kimball
Vice President
312.558.3858

dkimball@mbres.com

Jay G. Beadle
Senior Vice President

312.558.3862
jbeadle@mbres.com



181 W Madison St
Suite 4700

Chicago, Illinois 60602
www.mbres.com
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Vice President
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